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Submission by Regional Development Australia – Central Coast on the 
Rebuilding NSW Discussion Paper and the State Infrastructure Strategy 

September 2014 
Regional Development Australia – Central Coast (RDA Central Coast) appreciates this opportunity to 
make a submission on the much anticipated initiative of the NSW Government, known as Rebuilding 
NSW and the State Infrastructure Strategy. 

RDA Central Coast makes this submission in two sections. This first section focuses on the 
governance and project selection process involved in allocating the identified funds to regional 
projects. The second section focuses on specific projects proposed by the Central Coast region that 
would create the greatest benefit in terms of economic growth, productivity and quality of life. 

RDA Central Coast welcomes the advice that Rebuilding NSW will invest $20B in productive 
infrastructure in NSW including a commitment to allocate $6B of that funding to regional 
communities and notes that the Central Coast is classified as a regional area under this programme. 
It also notes that 30% of the funding is guaranteed to be allocated to new infrastructure projects in 
Regional NSW. 

SECTION I – GOVERNANCE AND PROJECT SELECTION PROCESSES 
Background Information 

RDA Central Coast welcomes the advice that allocations of at least $1B have been set aside for 
regional roads, at least $1B for regional water projects and at least $500M for sports and culture 
projects. 

The Central Coast of NSW includes the Gosford and Wyong Local Government Areas with a dual 
pattern of population growth. This pattern has produced growth at both ends of the age spectrum 
(mature-aged persons and families with school-aged children). 

To place the significance of the Central Coast into the state perspective, the following population 
statistics are outlined1:  

Table 1 - Central Coast population as a percentage of regional population 

Total Regional Population 
(NSW population excluding metropolitan Sydney, Newcastle and Wollongong 1,971,734 

Gosford LGA  162,440 
Wyong LGA 149,746 
Total Central Coast 312,186 
    
Gosford LGA as a % of the regional population  8.2% 
Wyong LGA as a % of the regional population  7.6% 
Central Coast as a % of the regional population  15.8% 

                                                           
1 Population figures taken from 2011 Census (ABS QuickStats) 
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RDA Central Coast believes that current and predicted populations should form a strong 
component of the process to allocate the funds broadly to various regions of the state.  

It is RDA Central Coast’s position that Rebuilding NSW funding should be distributed on a 
per capita basis. 

This proposed funding allocation model based on current population figures would result in 
the following allocations: 
Table 2 - Proposed funding allocation for the Central Coast Region 

Strategic Priority Areas  Total NSW Central Coast 
Total Regional allocation   $ 6 Billion   $   949,984,126  

      

Regional Roads Fund  $ 1 Billion   $   158,330,688  

Regional Water Fund   $ 1 Billion  $   158,330,688  

Schools and Hospitals Building Fund  $ 2 Billion  $   316,661,375  

Sport and Cultural Infrastructure Fund  $ 500 million   $     79,165,344  
 

Funding Priorities 

RDA Central Coast proposes that the identified funding priority descriptions should be more 
closely defined, as follows: 

x The Regional Roads Fund should be expanded to include associated transport 
infrastructure and specifically include aviation and rail infrastructure and shared 
pathways 

x The Regional Water Fund should be expanded to include wastewater, drainage 
and stormwater quality improvement systems  

x The Schools and Hospitals Building Fund should be expanded to explicitly include 
University and other higher education facilities 
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Proposed Regional Funding Allocations 

RDA Central Coast supports the government’s  aim  to  use  the  funds  in  this  programme  to  support  the  
growth of the State, leverage State investment to expand infrastructure, contribute to productive 
capacity of the economy and accelerate job creation. 

The productive infrastructure development opportunities on the Central Coast present real potential 
for economic growth in a range of economic sectors. 

RDA Central Coast proposes that the basis for the allocation of the distribution of the funding 
available to the various regions should be based on the following criteria: 

 

1. Current Population And Estimated Resident Population Of The Region  

The ‘Estimated Resident Population of Central Coast NSW’ is in the order of 328,0002, with an annual 
growth rate of approximately 2,700 people (approx. 0.83%)3.  

Figure 1 - Central Coast population growth 

 
 
In accordance with the latest population projections, the region is anticipated to have a population 
of approximately 387,000 people by 20314, and it will require the construction of around 37,000 new 
residences to accommodate this growth.  In addition, the Strategy indicates that additional 
commercial, industrial and retail space will be required to provide approximately 30,750 additional 
jobs by 20315.  

                                                           
2 Australian Bureau of Statistics, Regional Population Growth, Australia (3218.0) 
3 Australian Bureau of Statistics, Census of Population and Housing 2011 
4 Department of Planning & Environment Population Projections 2014 
5 Department of Planning & Environment Discussion Paper 
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2. SEIFA Index of Disadvantage 

SEIFA Index of Disadvantage measures the relative level of socio-economic disadvantage based on a 
range of Census characteristics with a lower score on the index indicating a higher level of 
disadvantage6. 

Analysis of the Central Coast NSW SEIFA Index of Disadvantage indicates that Wyong LGA is in the 34 
percentile for Australia and the 37 percentile for NSW with Gosford 73 and 75 percentile 
respectively.  

Table 3 - SEIFA Index of Disadvantage compared to NSW LGAs 

LGA SEIFA Index of 
Disadvantage 

Rank out of 153 
NSW LGAs Percentile  

Gosford 1001 115 75 

Wyong 942 56 34 
 

Table 4 - SEIFA Index of Disadvantage compared to Australian LGAs 

LGA SEIFA Index of 
Disadvantage 

Rank out of 564 
Australian LGAs Percentile 

Gosford 1001 411 73 

Wyong 942 191 37 
 

3. Unemployment Rates 

In the June 2014 quarter, the unemployment rate in Central Coast NSW was 8.2%, which is 
significantly higher than the NSW average of 5.7%7. Approximately one quarter of unemployed 
persons  on  the  Central  Coast  are  ‘long  term  unemployed’  having  been  unable  to  secure  employment  
for a period of longer than 12 months. 

Of the 131,006 people living in Central Coast NSW in 2011 who were employed, 60% worked full 
time and 38% part time8. 

Analysis of the Australian Regional Labour Markets data indicates that unemployment rates for the 
Wyong LGA are substantially higher than NSW and National unemployment rates9. 

The latest ABS Labour Force data ‘Central  Coast Area Profile’ from December 2013 shows that the 
youth (15 -24) unemployment rate is 10.3% with the teenage (15 -19) unemployment rate at 28%10.  

                                                           
6 Socio-economic Indexes for Areas, 2011 
7 Australian Bureau of Statistics, Labour Force Survey June 2014 
8 Australian Bureau of Statistics, Census of Population and Housing, 2011 
9 Australian Bureau of Statistics, Australian Regional Labour Markets 2013 
10 Labour Market Information Portal, Dec 2013 
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 Figure 2 - Central Coast Unemployment rates compared to NSW & National11 

 
 

 
4. The Proportion of Residents Who Travel Outside of the Region for Employment. 

The Central Coast region has 151,673 residents employed in the year ending June 201312. The NSW 
Department of Transport estimates that 25% of residents travel outside of the region for 
employment. Approximately 20% of  the  region’s  workforce  travels  to  Sydney,  and  5% to the Hunter 
region13. This equates to approximately 38,000 Central Coast residents travelling outside the region 
for employment each day. Whilst the overall percentage is down from 35% in 2000 this is still a 
significant issue for the region.  

This level of out commuting is seen by the region as an opportunity, as it provides the potential to 
attract those who currently commute outside the Central Coast to work locally if appropriate 
industries/employment is available.  

 

5. The level of Regional Collaboration and Capacity Building Within the Region  

The Central Coast region has an unprecedented level of regional collaboration and effective cross-
sectoral and intergovernmental partnerships via the development and implementation of the NSW 
Central Coast Regional Economic Development and Employment Strategy14 (REDES) and the Enabling 
Taskforce. 

  

                                                           
11 MyRegion Website, 2014 
12 National Institute of Economic and Industry Research, June 2014 
13 NSW Department of Transport, Central Coast Regional Transport Plan, Dec 2013 
14 NSW Central Coast Regional Economic Development and Employment Strategy 
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REDES 

The NSW Central Coast REDES has been developed as the long-term strategy to drive sustainable 
economic development and employment growth on the Central Coast and is seen as the catalyst for 
driving innovation and collaboration in our region. 

This unique strategy demonstrates the direct benefit of the unprecedented regional collaboration 
between the three levels of government, business and the education sector and has resulted in the 
collaboration in 7 key strategy areas: 

1. Strengthening the Regional Economy 
2. Future Skills Development 
3. Increasing Knowledge & Innovation 
4. Land for Employment 
5. Centres Development 
6. Infrastructure to Support Economic Growth 
7. Marketing the Region as a Business Location 

Enabling Taskforce 

In addition to REDES, the region has established the Central Coast Enabling Taskforce to undertake 
the following activities: 

1. Identify the existing constraints that are inhibiting the advancement of development 
outcomes. Such constraints are generally to be those within the areas of responsibility of 
Local, State or Federal Government  and include such things as: 
- Land use planning matters 
- Infrastructure provision 
- State or Federal Agency approval or concurrence 
- Coordination between different levels of government (local, state, federal) and 

between Agencies of government. 
2. Identify and advance mechanisms to remove and resolve the constraints identified in 

respect  to  the  ‘selected  sites’.  In  this  regard  the  Enabling  Taskforce  should  endeavour  to  
influence and facilitate outcomes within existing procedures, structures and 
organisational arrangements rather than seeking to establish new processes. 

3. Undertake any particular actions, in addition to those covered under items E1 or E2 
above, as agreed by the Taskforce membership. 

The Taskforce consists of the following members: 
- Senior Regional Coordinator, Department of Premier and Cabinet, Chair 
- General Manager, Wyong Shire Council 
- General Manager, Gosford City Council 
- Regional Director, Department of Planning and Infrastructure. 
- Regional Director, Department of Trade Investment, Regional Infrastructure and 

Services. 
- CEO, Regional Development Australia, Central Coast 
- General Manager, Central Coast Regional Development Corporation. 
- Manager, Planning & Aboriginal Heritage North East, Office of Environment and 

Heritage. 
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5. The Extent of Local Support for Projects 

RDA Central Coast has coordinated the development of the Central Coast Infrastructure Priorities 
List, which provides an agreed list of the key enabling infrastructure needed on the Central Coast to 
grow investment and employment. 

The ‘Central Coast Region Infrastructure Priorities List’ has been prepared and informed by 
consultation between members of the Regional Economic Development and Employment Strategy 
(REDES) Strategy Implementation Group (SIG).  SIG members include: 

x Regional Development Australia Central Coast  

x Department of Premier and Cabinet 

x Department of Planning and Infrastructure 

x Department of Trade and Investment 

x Gosford City Council 

x Wyong Shire Council 

x Central Coast Regional Development Corporation 

x Roads and Maritime Services 

x NSW Business Chamber 

x Central Coast Tourism 

 

On the basis of the above criteria the Central Coast Region is well placed to maximise the returns 
to NSW by providing an established governance framework and identified need.  
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Proposed Rebuilding NSW Selection Criteria 

RDA Central Coast proposes that the following selection criteria be utilised to evaluate individual 
projects, based on the following regional / state benefit considerations: 

x Accelerated job creation and economic development potential. 

x Opportunity to partner with private organisations or local and federal government 
funding sources. 

x Alignment  of  proposed  projects  to  the  government’s  strategic  priorities. 

x Positive benefit cost ratio and the extent of benefit the project will provide to current 
infrastructure and multi-purpose initiatives. 

x The status of projects, giving preference to those that are well defined and sufficiently 
developed to ensure that they can be delivered when the funds become available.  

x The extent of local support for projects, especially by informed and representative local 
and regional bodies. 

x The extent of support to the needs of growing and aging populations. 

x The extent of support to the growing domestic / international tourism economy. 

x The extent of innovation within the region in addressing areas of identified need. 

x Community safety and public health considerations. 

x The capacity to provide improved access to national and international markets. 

x The capacity of the project as a catalyst for other initiatives to proceed. 

x Quadruple bottom line benefits. 

x Projects that deliver key infrastructure critical to the progress of key growth areas 
identified by the State.  
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Proposed Building NSW Project Selection Process 

RDA Central Coast proposes that the process for selection of specific projects within the regions 
should involve the following processes: 

x Demonstrated regional collaboration to be undertaken to determine suitable projects 
that meet the Rebuilding NSW Selection Criteria (as proposed above) and these projects 
to be submitted to Infrastructure NSW by predetermined timeframes. 

x A high level review of the proposed projects by Infrastructure NSW, to endorse those 
projects that meet the selection criteria (as proposed above). 

x The referral of those endorsed projects back to the applicant for further development 
and the completion of an agreed cost benefit analysis, to allow for more detailed 
submission and assessment. 

x The referral of those further developed projects to a regional independent assessment 
panel for regional prioritisation recommendations (RDA Central Coast would welcome 
the opportunity to chair this collaborative regional evaluation panel). 

x Regional Assessment Panel forwards endorsed infrastructure priorities, business cases / 
cost benefit analysis to Infrastructure NSW & Treasury. 

x The final review of those endorsed regional projects by Infrastructure NSW & Treasury 
for funding approval. 

x Allocation by the government of Rebuilding NSW funding for approved projects to the 
local council or project delivery bodies. 

x Project work plans and progress reporting supplied by delivery bodies are supplied at 
agreed schedules. 
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SECTION 2 – SPECIFIC PROJECTS PROPOSED FOR FUNDING 
Although the regions local government authorities, tourism bodies, business leaders and community 
groups may submit   their   individual   projects   for   consideration,   RDA   Central   Coast’s   submission   in  
regards to specific projects for Rebuilding NSW funding focuses on the regionally significant enabling 
infrastructure that has already been agreed by key regional stakeholders. 
 
The Central Coast Region Infrastructure Priorities List has been prepared and informed by 
consultation between members of the Regional Economic Development and Employment Strategy 
(REDES) Strategy Implementation Group (SIG). 
 
In addition to the above selection criteria the following criteria has been used by members of the 
REDES SIG to form the 2014 infrastructure priority list. 
 

1. Can be delivered within 4 years (of funding approval). 
2. Achievable, i.e. scope defined, cost established, planning approval in place or process 

defined. 
3. Not already committed. 
4. Ensure timing of infrastructure aligns with funding opportunities. 
5. Ensure infrastructure enables delivery of additional and new regional benefit, ie one 

investment delivers multiple outcomes. 
6. Keep the request for money at a realistic and achievable level. 

 
Please note that this is a dynamic list that will be reviewed regularly to ensure that projects reflect 
the changing priorities and opportunities within the region.   
 
In addition to those items already listed on the 2014 Central Coast Region Infrastructure Priorities 
List, regional collaboration through REDES has also identified that the development of Additional 
Entry / Exit Ramps from the M1 Motorway may become a priority for the region in the near future. 
 

Provision of additional entry /exits ramps from the M1 motorway 

Key actions contained within the Central Coast Regional Action strive to improve the Central Coast 
strategic road network by addressing traffic hotspots and increasing linkages within the region.  The 
creation of additional entry / exit ramps from the M1 motorway within the region will support the 
Central   Coast’s   long-term economic growth through improved motorway access, regional 
connectivity and opening up new employment lands.  

The population growth on the Central Coast is currently generating significant demand for travel on 
an already constrained network. The construction of additional M1 entry and exit ramps will relieve 
road congestion and will improve the speed, reliability and safety of travel in the M1 corridor.  

The provision of additional M1 exits may create opportunities for urban renewal, improved 
liveability, and public and active transport improvements and enhance the productivity of 
commercial and freight-generating land uses throughout the Central Coast region.  

To advance this significant infrastructure project, required studies will be undertaken by the region 
to propose locations for additional entry \ exit ramps and usage forecasts. 
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CENTRAL COAST INFRASTRUCTURE PRIORITIES LIST 2014 

REGIONAL GROWTH & EMPLOYMENT AREAS 

WARNERVALE GROWTH AREA 

Link Road, Watanobbi to Sparks Road  

The Link Road is a new direct connection from the Pacific Highway, Watanobbi, to Sparks Road, 
Warnervale that will improve access between Wyong Town Centre and the expanding Warnervale 
Growth Area, and provide easier access to the M1 Motorway. 

The road is critical to the expansion of employment, business, housing and education opportunities 
in the Warnervale Growth Area, including future development of the Wyong Employment Zone, the 
Wyong Education and Business Precinct, residential development at Warnervale, and the new 
Warnervale Town Centre. 

Porter’s  Creek  Wetland  Protection  Scheme 

A network of constructed stormwater management systems is required to manage the quality and 
volume of stormwater  flows  into  the  Porter’s  Creek  Wetland. 

The  majority  of  Wyong  Shire’s  major  new  employment  and  residential  land  releases  are  planned  in  
the  catchment  of  Porter’s  Creek  Wetland.  These  include  the  Wyong  Employment  Zone,  Warnervale  
Town Centre, the Precinct 7A- Warnervale/residential and education precinct and the wetland. 

The wetland is exhibiting signs of stress from altered drainage and hydrology that have resulted from 
development  within  the  Porter’s  Creek  catchment. 

Wyong Shire Council originally developed a proposal to manage development impacts which 
consisted of a network of water storages, pipes and pumps to manage the wetland hydrology. Due 
to the high cost of the original proposal an alternative strategy is now being prepared by Council to 
protect the wetland. 

It is expected the preparation of the new strategy will be completed by early 2015 with a cost in the 
order of $15m-$20m. 

Sparks Road Improvement Plan 

Sparks Road is a major road corridor in an area of expanding development, employment and 
business opportunities. Strategic improvements will be required to Sparks Road and associated 
roads to facilitate growth in the Wyong Employment Zone (WEZ), the Warnervale Town Centre, 
Precinct 7A-Warnervale, the proposed Australian Chinese Theme Park and the proposed Central 
Coast Regional Airport. 

Preparation of a Sparks Road Improvement Plan will enable upgrade priorities to be confirmed, 
identify costs and enable an implementation strategy to be developed. 

North Warnervale Railway Station 

The North Warnervale Railway Station, to be located at the Warnervale Town Centre, will provide 
improved access to rail services for residents living in the northern part of Wyong Shire. The 
proposed station will be integrated with the commercial, employment, retail, entertainment and 
housing uses that will make up the Warnervale Town Centre. 

A concept design has been completed for the proposed railway station. Initial cost estimates for the 
new station are in the order of $43m. 

Benefits include providing improved access to rail services for residents in the growing Warnervale 
Release Area; providing for an integrated rail and bus interchange as part of the new Warnervale 
Town Centre and reducing car dependence. 

Central Coast Regional Airport 
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Wyong Shire Council is proposing to establish a $250m Regional Airport within the Warnervale 
Growth Area on the NSW Central Coast. The Regional Airport will service the increasing population 
and grow the local economy. 

It is estimated that a modest Regional Airport servicing interstate flights will attract $250m per 
annum to the local economy by 2030. 

An investigation site has been identified and Wyong Shire Council is completing technical studies. 

A Regional Airport will provide a missing but vital piece of infrastructure for the community of the 
Central Coast. It will attract investment, stimulate the economy, create jobs and provide an 
alternative means of transport. 

 
SOMERSBY INDUSTRIAL PARK 

Water, sewer, roads, drainage infrastructure 

The growth of additional employment and business opportunities in the 271 hectare Somersby 
Industrial Park is restricted by the need to construct a suite of new road works, trunk stormwater 
infrastructure, trunk sewer mains and trunk water mains. 

The Somersby Industrial Park was created in 1980 to promote development and employment within 
the Central Coast and Gosford areas. 

Over time, changes in environmental controls, development standards and land use limitations have 
rendered many of the original plans for development and the provision of road, drainage, water and 
sewerage infrastructure redundant. 

This has constrained the ability of the existing infrastructure to support the development of vacant 
land zoned for employment uses and is also limiting the potential expansion of the Somersby 
Industrial Park. 

 

GOSFORD WATERFRONT CBD 

Gosford CBD Trunk Sewer Relocation 

Existing trunk sewer mains within Gosford CBD need to be relocated to enable efficient and 
sustainable redevelopment to occur within the Regional City. 

Gosford is the Regional City for the Central Coast. The CBD is able to accommodate significant 
redevelopment to build upon its central location, attractive setting, transport links and access to 
health, education and government services. However, development within the CBD is being 
constrained by the location of aging trunk sewer infrastructure, the majority of which was 
constructed when the CBD consisted of residential development on small blocks of land. 

As the CBD progressively developed, sewer mains were built over without consideration for 
potential future large scale development. As a consequence, large scale redevelopment over 
multiple parcels of land is being constrained by the need to maintain the sewer service upstream of 
proposed development sites. 

CBD Road Improvements 

Key road and streetscape improvements within Gosford CBD are critical to the growth, 
development, functioning and operation of the Gosford city centre. Improvements to CBD road 
infrastructure  will  reinforce  the  city’s  relationship  to  its  landscape  setting,  improving  urban amenity, 
provide safe and efficient roads and pedestrian access. 
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Gosford City Council has adopted a Gosford City Centre Civic Improvement Plan (2007) which is a 30 
year program of regeneration. A development levy, to be applied to city centre development, will 
provide partial funding towards these projects. Funds for upgrades to state infrastructure are also 
required. The City Centre Civic Improvement Plan identifies a range of major capital works with a 
total estimated cost of $95.2m. This total includes: grade separation works, new/upgraded rail 
overbridge, new traffic signals and roundabouts (est. $71.8m), plus stormwater management works 
(est. $23.4m). 

Priority improvement items include: 
- Etna Street Bridge replacement, including traffic signals ( approx. $40m) 
- Traffic signals at Faunce Street West/Racecourse (approx. $1.0m) 
- Baker Street (north) streetscape revitalisation (approx. $1.5m) 
- Construction of Baker Street (south). (approx. $3m) 
- Georgiana Terrace, upgrade footpath areas and landscaping (approx. $700k) 
 
REGIONAL WATER SECURITY 

Mangrove Creek Dam Probable Maximum Flood Upgrade 

Construction of an upgraded spillway and parapet wall at the Mangrove Creek Dam will increase 
water storage by 38,000ML and ensure dam safety. 

Mangrove Creek Dam (MCD) is the key water storage for the Central Coast and with a capacity of 
190,000ML represents approximately 94% of the total storage capacity for the Central Coast. 
Revised flood analysis has identified that the dam cannot meet the current NSW Dam Safety 
Committee flood requirements for the Probable Maximum Flood (PMF). The dam is currently not 
permitted to be filled beyond 80% of capacity, as this allows a flood to be buffered in the airspace of 
the unfilled portion of the dam to an extent that the PMF can safely pass through the existing 
spillway. 

Mardi Water Treatment Plant - Natural Organic Material Removal 

An upgrade of the Mardi Water Treatment Plant is required to remove Natural Organic Material 
(NOM) from raw water sourced from local catchments. 

The Mardi plant provides approximately half of all treated water to the Central Coast and all water 
transferred to the Hunter from the Central Coast. The treatment plant was constructed in the early 
1980s and is of the direct filtration type. 

This type of treatment process has a limited capability to remove dissolved natural organic material 
from the raw water sourced from the local catchments. Whilst dissolved NOM is not in itself a health 
issue for drinking water, it does impact on the ability to maintain residual chlorine in the reticulated 
water supply as the chlorine is readily consumed by the NOM. 

Unserviced Development Areas – Sewer, Gosford LGA 

Nine locations in Gosford LGA, containing approximately 435 existing properties, do not have 
reticulated sewer systems. The provision of sewer services would remove existing risks to the 
environment and replace costly on-site and pump-out systems. 

The areas to be serviced are: 
- Maitland Bay Drive, Killcare Heights 
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- Graham Drive, MacMasters Beach 
- Scenic Drive, Avoca 
- Tuggerah Street, Lisarow 
- Central Coast Highway / Serpentine Road / (Terrigal Drive), Erina Heights 
- Kings Avenue, Terrigal 
- Arundel Road / Central Coast Highway, Erina Heights 
- Central Coast Highway / Tumbi Road, Wamberal 
- Empire Bay Drive, Daleys Point 

The estimated capital cost to service these areas with a reticulated sewerage system is 
approximately $13 million. Works will be undertaken within three years of receipt of funding. The 
cost of internal works within each property shall be borne by the respective owners of serviced 
properties. 

SPORT & CULTURE: VISITOR ECONOMY 

Central Coast Regional Performing Arts Centre, Gosford 

A Regional Performing Arts Centre and Conservatorium is proposed for an iconic location on the 
Gosford Waterfront. The building will provide a 1000 seat multipurpose auditorium, a 200 seat 
capacity studio, foyer, back of house functions and training facilities. 

The concept design for the building provides for the Performing Arts Centre and Conservatorium as 
adjoining and complementary uses. 

The estimated cost for the Performing Arts Centre is $30m with the Conservatorium estimated at 
$6m. 

The benefits include providing a quality regional venue for performances and training; stimulating 
the revitalisation of Gosford CBD and boosting the  region’s  visitor  economy. 

Central Coast Regional Sporting & Recreational Complex, Tuggerah 

The proposed Central Coast Regional Sporting & Recreational Complex is a critical piece of 
recreational infrastructure for the Central Coast & Wyong Shire. Consisting of nine senior sporting 
fields, a 1.8km criterion cycling track, training field, grandstand, club house, amenities, playground 
and parking facilities, the complex will provide a unique opportunity for the region to attract large 
scale sporting and recreation events. The site for this complex is located within walking distance of 
Tuggerah railway station, only minutes from the M1 interchange and is in a recreation corridor that 
includes  Pioneer  Dairy,  Central  Coast  Mariner’s  Centre  of  Excellence,  Baker Park and Wyong Hockey 
facility.  

The total cost of the development is $42.3 million with stage one costing $30 million. Planning and 
approvals are underway by Wyong Shire Council and it is anticipated that the construction could be 
completed within 24 months of receiving funding. 

REGIONAL ROADS AND TRANSPORT 

Pacific Highway Widening, Wyong Town Centre 

Widening of the old Pacific Highway through Wyong Town Centre to provide two lanes in each 
direction and improving the operation of a number of intersections, will improve intra-regional road 
transport, enhance traffic efficiency and safety, provide better bus access to the railway station and 
enhance amenity of Wyong Town Centre. 
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The existing Pacific Highway through Wyong Town Centre is single lane in each direction and heavily 
affected by traffic congestion. 

An estimate of costs will be prepared by RMS when an approved concept design is available. 

Benefits include improved Intra-Regional road transport; improved road safety and efficiency; better 
access to the railway station and better amenity. 

Pacific Highway Widening, Narara – Lisarow – Ourimbah 

Widening of the old Pacific Highway to two lanes in each direction from Narara to Lisarow and 
Lisarow to Ourimbah will improve intra-regional road transport and enhance traffic efficiency and 
safety. 

The existing Pacific Highway is single lane in each direction with a poor alignment and several 
inefficient intersections resulting in traffic congestion. The highway provides access to the M1 and 
also connects employment, business, residential and commercial areas. 

An estimated cost will be prepared by RMS when approved concept designs are available. 

Benefits include improved Intra-Regional road transport; improved road safety and efficiency; 
improved connectivity to the M1 and better access to employment, commercial, business and 
residential areas. 

Woy Woy Wharf Upgrade 

Upgrading the Woy Woy wharf will provide an improved facility for recreational and commercial 
access to Brisbane Water. The wharf will be able to operate in all weather and tide conditions 
enabling water access for public and commercial users, including the local ferry service. 

Associated works to the adjacent road and pedestrian facilities will encourage safe and convenient 
access to the waterway from Woy Woy town centre and the local train station. 

The new wharf facility is estimated to require an investment of $4 million. Construction could 
commence within 6 months of funding approval with a construction period of approximately 6 
months. 

Benefits include improved commuter access across Brisbane Water to key public transport linkages; 
economic benefits from commercial use of wharf facilities; increased visitor numbers and 
accompanying economic growth resulting from improved tourism potential; commercial 
opportunities created for land use adjacent to the new wharf facilities and employment benefits 
during construction and flow on employment benefits from increased commercial usage of wharf 
and local businesses. 

M1 Productivity Improvements 

The Australian and NSW Governments have announced an M1 Productivity Package. On the Central 
Coast this package includes: 

- Widening the M1 to three lanes in each direction between Kariong and Somersby. 
- Capacity upgrades to the Kariong interchange. 
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- Widening the M1 to three lanes in each direction between Tuggerah and Doyalson, upgrading of 
the Sparks Road interchange and provision for future improvements at the Doyalson 
interchange. 

The Federal and State Governments have each committed $200m to the $400m package. 

Benefits include the widening of the M1 to improve the efficiency of interregional travel, road 
freight and logistics; upgrading the Warnervale interchange to improve the connectivity of the 
Warnervale Growth Area to the M1 and upgrading the Kariong interchange to improve connectivity 
to the Somersby Industrial Park and employment area. 

 

Additional Information 

Factsheets are attached for each project contained as part of the Central Coast Region Infrastructure 
Priorities List. 

For additional information please contact: 

John Mouland 
Chief Executive Officer 
Regional Development Australia - Central Coast NSW  

Phone: 02 4349 4949 

Email: john.mouland@rdacc.org.au 
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